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THE PRESIDENT’S FIRST NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF MARCH 12, 1966 


(Held following a meeting with the Executive Committee of the 
National Governors’ Conference] 


Tue Present. If you will come in quickly, we are running late for the 
next meeting. I will review exactly what has happened. Governor Reed 
isto my right. Bill has given you a list of those that attended the meeting: 
Governor Burns of Hawaii, Governor Hansen of Wyoming, Governor 
Johnson of Mississippi, Governor Volpe of Massachusetts, Governor 
Scranton of Pennsylvania. 

Governor Hughes was in Japan and Governor Connally has another 
commitment and couldn't be here. 


FEDERAL-STATE-LOCAL RELATIONSHIPS 


The questions discussed were divided into three parts: What did we 
have in mind in the establishment of the commission to study Federal, 
State, and local governments referred to in our State of the Union 
Message? We discussed that at some length and I explained to the Gov- 
ernors what I had in mind and told them we would go into more detail 
in our meeting later; that we wanted to know what new institutions and 
new partnerships were needed to attack these problems. 


How could we best organize the Federal Government field structure? 
How could we go about getting the best and right information on how 
effective these programs were, our new programs for this year, such as 
river basin commissions, community health services, multi-State training 
schools, and so on and so forth? Bill will give you any fill-in on that that 
you may want. 
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TAXATION OF INTERSTATE BUSINESS 


The next question was with regard to H.R. 11798. That is the bill 
introduced by Representative Willis. It sets up uniform formulas that 
States have to follow in imposing taxes on business engaged in interstate 
commerce. 

My statement in response to their query and discussion of it was that 
the bill was controversial. Many States have opposed it because they 
didn’t like the thought of being subjected to such formulas. Some busi- 
nessmen were against it because they thought it would overburden them 
by increased taxes. 

There is a need to simplify and reform the whole area of State taxa- 
tion of interstate business. That is a tough area full of legal and consti- 
tutional complexities. The key question is: What is the best approach? 
Weare trying to study and determine this now. 

The Federal Government has a keen interest in insuring fair and 
just treatment for business and States. We don’t have all the answers. 
There are other alternatives that we are looking at. For example, 11 
States have already enacted model codes. The question is: Should those 
be extended and are they really model? Would they be good for the 
Nation? 

In the meantime, we have our experts here studying H.R. 11798 
which concerns the Governors. We are looking at it carefully and looking 
at the other alternatives as well. We are open to their suggestions. We 
will be glad to have any comments they have. We are designating Secre- 
tary Fowler to act as the Federal Government’s representative in review- 
ing the existing proposals and any the Governors might submit. 


DISTRIBUTION OF FEDERAL REVENUES TO STATES 


The third one was the question of the Federal Government acting 
as a partner in restoring fiscal balance and strengthening State and local 
governments by making available for their use some part of the great and 
growing Federal tax revenues over and above the existing aids. I told 
the Governors that we were redistributing Federal revenues; we were 
increasing our distribution to the States. 

When I became President, a little over 2 years ago, we were spending 
$4.75 billion for education. This year we are spending $10.2 billion for 
education. That represents more than double the previous amount, an 
increase of $5 billion; although our budget was $6 billion more than last 
year exclusive of Viet-Nam, that we had cut out a lot of old programs in 
order that we can make new distributions to the States. 

That meant research stations, that meant closing of military bases, 
that meant effecting economies in other routes so we could have what 
we popularly call Great Society programs—education, health, and con- 
servation in these fields. I illustrated it by the fact that Federal expendi- 
tures for aid to State and local governments rose from $10.3 billion in 
fiscal 1964 to $14.6 billion in fiscal 1967, an increase of 40 percent in 
distribution in 3 years. 

The share of Federal aid to State and local governments has risen 
from 6.4 percent in 1964 to 9.9 percent in 1967. The examples of major 
programs aimed at States and local governments that we spelled out were: 
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$1.3 billion under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act; $600 
million in medical care and social security amendments; new programs 


to clean up rivers, modernize hospitals, help law enforcement along the 
line of the crime message. 


Economic OuTLOOK 


That pretty well covered it. I discussed the problem we had with 
the economy, unemployment dropping to 3.7. I told them we couldn’t 
tell this far ahead just what strains would be put on our economy. We 
had to watch it very carefully. We couldn’t anticipate what would hap- 
pen in Viet-Nam very far ahead as near as we could anticipate for—but 
we might have to ask for extra money. At least we were going to forgo 
every possible expenditure that we could that we felt could be eliminated 
that was archaic or obsolete, and I hoped they would do likewise. 

Governor Reed can comment or say anything he wants to. We will 
go into the Appalachian meeting following this one. I am running a 
little late. We will go to the meeting this afternoon and have a general 
exchange of briefings on the state of the Nation—the state of the world, a 
briefing on the state of the Nation and I hope a briefing on the state of 
the States. We will hear from them about the State conditions. 

We will tell them what we believe the national condition is and we 
will review in some detail the world condition. Our people will report 
to you as much as they can after those meetings, and Governor Reed, as 
the chairman of this group, if you have any observations, you can make 
them now, too, so we can go on. 


COMMENTS BY THE CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN 


GoveRNoR Reep. Thank you, Mr. President. 


This marks the third time that the Executive Committee of the 
National Governors’ Conference has had an opportunity to meet with the 
President. In my recollection, this is the most opportunities that have 
ever been afforded the Governors to have direct communication with 
the President. We are very grateful for it. 


The President has outlined the areas that we had concern in and I 
know I speak for my fellow Governors when I say that we are relieved, 


we are encouraged for the prospects of closer liaison between Federal and 
State Governments. 


There are many new programs to be implemented, and we feel that 
meetings of this type will help better inform the Governors as to the Presi- 
dent’s view as to how these should be implemented. 


We are also delighted with the prospects of continuing closer rela- 
tionships with our Federal Government. In all these areas the President 
has outlined his thinking, and we are very pleased that a meeting of this 
kind has been possible and feel that this is going to result in greater and 
better Federal-State relationships. 


Tue Preswent. Governor Reed and his group, the Executive Com- 
mittee, called upon me at the ranch following my operation last fall. 
This meeting really grew out of that meeting. I have never participated 
in a more constructive one. Everything that we do in these respective 
fields that he enumerated will be done only after a full discussion with 
the Governors and in full cooperation with them. 
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The meeting was helpful to me. It was constructive. It was non- 


partisan. It was in the very best traditions of the American political 
system. 


Thank you. 

GoveRNorR REED. Mr. President, we feel the prospects were never 
better for Federal-State relationships. We are very grateful to you. 

THE PresivENT. I might add, in addition to the names I gave you, 
Governor Farris Bryant is sitting in these meetings with me, along with 
two or three others who were not Governors, but Governor Bryant’s 
experience as Governor, his participation in the Governors’ Conference, 
and so forth—he was here and I asked him to participate in this meeting 
and be helpful to me and to the Governors today. He will be partici- 
pating in the meeting later this afternoon. 

As all of you know, he is the former chairman of the Governors’ 
Conference. 

Any questions you want to ask me, I don’t want to dodge or delay 
them. I will be glad if you will try to be limited with them. 


QUESTIONS 


Q. I gather you are going to send up a message on State-Federal 
relations. 

Tue Present. We have always referred to it in the State of the 
Union Message. They wanted me to add to it today. We have done 
that. As we get to it, we will spell it out in more detail. 

Q. Mr. President, the Governors’ Conference is on record for the 
so-called Heller plan. 

Tue Preswent. That is what we were talking about in the distribu- 
tion of funds. We told them we were distributing a good deal of funds 
now. 

Q. Mr. President, when you told the Governors that we might have 
to ask for extra money, were you thinking in terms of an increase in 
personal taxes, sir? 

THE PresweEntT. I haven't reached any conclusions on that. I think 
that we have anticipated as accurately and as nearly as we can our appro- 
priations and our revenues for this fiscal year and for the next one. We 
have no illusions, though, that they may have to be adjusted. 

I did review with the Governors the record on our estimates to date. 
I don’t know if the Herald-Tribune would be interested, but I will be 
glad to give it to you. 

QO. Yes, sir. 

Tue Preswent. In the 1964 budget estimate, the President’s esti- 
mates were down $1.1 billion from the original estimate as submitted to 
the Congress. In the fiscal 1965 budget they were down $1.4 billion from 
the estimate that he submitted to Congress. At the moment, the estimate 
he submitted to Congress—we are within about a billion dollars of that 
estimate, notwithstanding the increased, unanticipated Viet-Nam ex- 
penditures, because our revenue has gone up also. 

That is a 3-year period. We will know more about it June 30th, but 
we estimated, as you will recall, a deficit of $5.3 billion, and we think 


that deficit will be in the neighborhood of that figure, within roughly a 
billion dollars. 
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Contrast that with fiscal 1959’s budget. They estimated $500 mil- 
lion surplus and had a deficit of $12.4 billion. In 1956 we had a $4.1 
billion deficit; in 1957 a $4.4 billion deficit. So we cannot tell at this 
time, but we think that our estimates on budget revenues and expendi- 
tures show an excellent guess. 

The Budget Director says it is perhaps the best estimating record 
in the memory of the Budget, and we did review that in some detail. 

But we do want to make it clear that we cannot foresee how many 
planes we are going to lose, how many shells we are going to fire, how 
many losses we are going to suffer, but as near as we can anticipate them, 
we have provided for them in the budget. 

I might say that as of March 10th, that our estimates for January 
and February are running a little under what we estimated we would 
spend in Viet-Nam for those periods. That is an unusual period, as you 
know, because of the weather and other things, but we are running a little 
under. We may well run over next month. 

Q. That is the period January to date? 

THE Presipent. Yes. 


Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s fifty-seventh news conference was held in the President’s 
office at the White House at 11:55 a.m., on Saturday, March 12, 1966. 


MOh 


THE PRESIDENT’S SECOND NEWS 
CONFERENCE OF MARCH 12, 1966 


(Held following a meeting with the Appalachian Governors] 


Tue Present. Ladies and gentlemen, we are running a little bit late, 
about 15 minutes, for the other meeting. That is not uncommon for 
men in political life. But we want to give you a very brief résumé of what 
happened. Those in attendance at the meeting, as you will observe, are 
Governor Wallace of Alabama, Governor Tawes of Maryland, Governor 
Rockefeller of New York, Governor Moore of North Carolina, Governor 
Rhodes of Ohio, Governor McNair of South Carolina, Governor Smith of 
West Virginia, Governor Clement of Tennessee, and Governor Scranton 
from Pennsylvania, who was to be spokesman. We were unable to have 
Governors Godwin, Breathitt, and Sanders. 


APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION REporT For 1965 


Governor Scranton and Cochairman Sweeney have presented me 
with the 1965 Appalachia Report, which should be available to you. We 
had a general discussion of the program. I had a brief statement which 
Mr. Moyers will make available to you. The meat of it was that 100 
percent of the highway message, which Congress authorized in Appa- 
lachia, had been approved by the Commission. Twenty percent of it was 
already under the planning and construction stage. We approved 125 
public facility projects. We have 105 more under consideration. We 
had put $400 million extra in development contracts in the Appalachian 
area in 1965 and 1966 over what we had done in 1964. 
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Under the educational aid, Appalachia will be a prime beneficiary 
of the $1.3 billion educational aid bill. A disproportionate share of the 
less fortunate people in Appalachia are over age 65. I have been told 
today that Medicare will substantially ease the financial burden faced 
by these people and the private and public institutions which provide 
their hospital and medical services. 

I expressed great personal satisfaction from today’s meeting. I 
thanked each of the Governors for their nonpartisan and patriotic sup- 
port and effective work. We observed that there has been no relationship 
in my experience in Government that had been more constructive or more 
cooperative. We are grateful for the leadership of Mr. Sweeney. That 
was about it. 

I would like for Governor Scranton to make any observations that 
he may care to make. He made a very fine, constructive statement, and 
he can repeat as much of it as he dares or cares to. Then each Governor 
will be glad to make any observations he wants, and will answer any of 
your questions. T hope you will understand though that we do have them 
all waiting for us at a 1:30 lunch. 

Mr. Moyers. The Appalachia Report will be available. The Presi- 
dent’s opening statement is being mimeographed, and will be available in 
15 or 20 minutes. 


REMARKS OF THE GOVERNORS 


GOoveERNOR SCRANTON. I simply reported to the President that I per- 
sonally know of no Federal program that has started off better than this 
one. As you know, this is a unique Federal-State relationship. There has 
never been anything like it before. 

As a group, I believe that we feel strongly that it not only works 
extremely well, but we highly recommended to the President that a rela- 
tionship of the same sort might be made in other programs of the Federal 
Government, or in other regional establishments which are now being 
contemplated under the EDA. 

Likewise, we informed him that though our particular budget is 
forced to take a cut because of the problems in Viet-Nam, we understood 
this and were able to arrange it within ourselves, which is remarkable in 
view of the fact that New York has become a part of us this year, and 
other States seem to be interested in joining us, too. 

We also suggested in the future if he could, by the time that world 
problems might be a vacant sum, that we might go up to what we have 
received in 1965 and 1966. But this has caused no problem in going 
ahead with the programs which have been initiated more rapidly and 
with greater success than any Federal program with which I have been 
concerned. 

Tue Presipent. Governor Clement. 

GoveRNOR CLEMENT. We are very pleased in Tennessee with the 
program of the Appalachia plan. 

THe Present. Governor Smith. 

GoveRNor Situ. We have been very pleased, and are very glad to 
be able to help New York get the mileage. 

Tue Presibent. Governor McNair. 

GoveRNOR McNair. South Carolina has been very pleased. It has 
been very helpful. 
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Tue Preswent. Governor Moore. 

GovERNOR Moore. We think this is the ideal Federal-State relation- 
ship. We hope that it can be used in other fields. 

Tue Presiwent. Governor Wallace. 

Governor Wattace. Alabama is very pleased with the program. 

Tue Preswent. Governor Tawes. 

GoveRNorR Tawes. We are, too. 

Tue Preswwent. Governor Rockefeller. 

GovERNOR ROCKEFELLER. We are pleased with the program, and 
West Virginia, in reference to the highway program. There was a dis- 
cussion regarding the possibility of using the authority in the act to allow 
States to prefinance on programs in view of the cutback which I think 





was unanimously adopted by the Governors. 
Tue Preswent. Governor Rhodes. 


Governor Ruopes. There has always been a raging question be- 
tween the States and the Federal Government as to whether they can 
work together. I think your administration has given a prime example 
of how they can work together. We thank you. 


Tue Presipent. Are there any questions? 


Ladies and gentlemen, thank you. 


Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s fifty-cighth news conference was held in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House at 12:45 p.m., on Saturday, March 12, 1966. 





Appalachian Program 


The President’s Remarks to the Governors on the 
Progress of the Program. March 12, 1966 

A year ago last Wednesday I met with most of the 
Appalachian Governors in the Rose Garden to sign the 
Appalachian Regional Development Act of 1965. 


At that time I said that the Appalachian program was 
“the truest example of creative Federalism in our times.” 


The actions of the Appalachian Regional Commission, 
during the past year, have demonstrated the truth of that 
statement. Every action that has been taken by the 
Commission has been without dissent—from either the 
States or the Federal Government. 

Almost 100 percent of the major highway mileage 
which the Congress has authorized under the Appalachian 
Act—some 2,300 miles—has been approved by the Com- 
mission. Approximately 20 percent of that mileage is 
already cither in the planning or construction stages. 

Approximately 125 public facility projects designed to 
expand and improve the economic base of the Region 
have been approved by the Commission. Among these 
are: vocational educational schools, hospitals, airports, 


sewage treatment plants, industrial access roads, libraries, 
educational TV stations, junior and senior colleges, and 
strip mine reclamation. 

The States have forwarded for consideration an addi- 
tional 125 projects. 


In 11 of the Appalachian States, State and local devel- 
opment districts have been funded and staffed with Ap- 
palachian funds. These units will enable a coordinated 
development effort to move ahead at full speed within 
the Appalachian Region. 


All 12 of the Appalachian States have submitted their 
plans for land conservation activity under the Appalach- 
ian Act. Funds will now be distributed to individual 
farmers to improve their land, conserve other public 
investments such as small watershed lakes and the Appa- 
lachian streams. 

The funds that I have requested under the authority 
of the Appalachian Act are designed to make up past 
deficiencies of Federal spending in the Appalachian 
Region. They are, of course, only a portion of the total 
Federal effort that will be made to bring the Appalachian 
Region into the mainstream of American economic life. 

Because of the high incidence of poverty in Appalachia, 
the Region will be greatly assisted by the $1.75 billion 
that has been budgeted for the Office of Economic Oppor- 
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tunity in the coming fiscal year. The projects already 
started have eased the day-to-day hardships faced by 
many Appalachians. 


Because our national program of assistance to schools 
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faced by these people and the private and public institu- 
tions which provide their hospital and medical services. 


My greatest personal satisfaction from today’s meeting 
is the support which the Governors have given the Ap- 


is based on a low-income formula, Appalachia will be a 
prime beneficiary of the $1.3 billion we have asked the 
Congress to appropriate in fiscal 1967. 

A disproportionate share of the less fortunate people in 
Appalachia are over age 65. I have been told today 
that Medicare will substantially ease the financial burden 


palachian program. I have assured them of my contin- 
ued commitment to the program and the goal most de- 
sired by the Governors and myself. Our goal is the 
achievement of Appalachia’s full participation in our 
rapidly expanding and prosperous American economy. 

I re-affirm that commitment this morning. 





THE PRESIDENT’S FINAL NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF MARCH 12, 1966 


[Held at the close of the Governors’ Conference | 


Tue Preswent. Ladies and gentlemen of the press: I will give you a 
brief rundown. Bill Moyers will supply you with any other information. 

I will ask Governor Reed of Maine, the chairman of the Governors’ 
Conference, and his Executive Committee, who met with us this morning, 
to make a statement. Any Governor will respond to any question you 
may have to ask. 


RétsuMeé or EartierR MEETINGS 


oe In the program this afternoon, I presented Gen. Ellis Williamson, 
- who has returned from Viet-Nam. He went in with the first Army group 
to go into Viet-Nam. He spoke and took questions. 
ddi- Secretary McNamara spoke at some length and took questions. He 
left for a weck’s vacation, and I Iet him leave earlicr. Then we asked 
vel- Gencral ‘Taylor to speak. He addressed the group briefly. 
— The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Wheeler, spoke 


thin to the Governors. Secretary Rusk spoke at some length and took all the 
questions that were presented. The Vice President closed the mecting 


_ with a very cloquent statement. Bill will review the substance of those. 
os I reviewed with them the treaty, the joint resolution, the historical 
roe background, the troops that we had there, the economic situation, and 
blic other matters of our relations with other nations—the state of the world 
npa- as we sec it. 

Secretary Rusk discussed the world situation by continents. He went 
aieg into some detail on Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Eastern and Western 
past Europe, and this country. Then we talked about the state of the Nation. 
hian During lunch we talked about the state of the States and what condi- 
total tions were in the States. Some Governors made observations about them. 
hian Governor Reed made a statement in conclusion and Governor Rhodes 
life. made a statement. 
chia, I will ask Governor Reed to speak to you now and say anything 
ilion that he may desire. He will speak as long as he wants to, as long as you 
ypor- 


want him to, and then we will be open for questions. 
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REMARKS BY THE CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN 


GoverRNor Reep. Thank you very much, Mr. President. First, let 
me state I am very confident that probably never in the history of the 
United States has a President ever been so gencrous of his time with the 
Governors of these United States. 

President Johnson indicated early in his tenure that he wanted to 
work closely with the Governors and he has followed this up with a 
number of very important sessions with the Chief Executives of the United 
States. 

I know I speak for every Governor of every State and every Territory 
when I express my deep gratitude to him for the amount of time that he 
has devoted to keeping us informed, improving the relations between 
the State Governments and the Federal Government. 

Much has been said about the role of the States being submerged, 
that the Federal Government is more or less taking over and moving into 
these areas. The President today has very emphatically, by deed and 
word, indicated that he firmly believes in the sovereignty of the States 
and the important partnership we must play in order to develop our coun- 
try to its greatest degree. 

This, I feel, is without precedent, and is certainly deserving of the 
highest commendation on the part of the Governors to the Chief Execu- 
tive of the United States. In fact, we have had his time throughout the 
day. First with the Executive Committee of the National Governors’ 
Conference to discuss problems that you were briefed on earlier. ‘Then 
with a group of the Appalachian Governors, and finally with the luncheon 
and with this complete afternoon devoted to a thorough, in-depth briefing 
on the situation in Viect-Nam. 

We have been taken into the confidence of our President and his 
chief advisers, and we certainly are going to respect an obligation to treat 
with great circumspection the information that he has divulged to us. 

I do want to say, and state it most emphatically, that every Governor 
of the National Governors’ Conference stands foursquare behind the 
President of the United States. 


RESOLUTION IN SupporT OF VieT-NAM Po.icy 


I would like at this time to read to you a resolution that was adopted 
unanimously at the session this afternoon. It was presented by Governor 
Rhodes of Ohio. 

“WHEREAS President Lyndon B. Johnson has asked the Governors 
of the 50 States to come to Washington for the purpose of discussing ways 
to improve the coordination between the Federal Government and the 
States in the fulfillment of their mutual objectives; and 

“WHeErEAS the President included in the discussions a review of the 
circumstances surrounding the conflict in which this Nation is engaged in 
Viet-Nam; and 

“Wuereas the President has given the Governors a complete and 
candid review of the situation in Viet-Nam; and 

“Wuereas the Governors have been given the greatest freedom in 
the expression of their convictions and the exchange of their views on the 
Viet-Nam situation; and 
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“WHEREAS it is the unanimous opinion of the Governors here as- 
sembled that the policies being followed by the President in pursuit of 
our national objectives in Viet-Nam are sound and the only rational 
policies to be followed under the circumstances; 

“Now, THEREFORE, Be Ir RESoLven, By the Governors of the States 
assembled in Washington, D.C. on this 12th day of March 1966, that 
they do wholeheartedly support and endorse the policies and programs 
in Viet-Nam being pursued by the United States of America under the 
leadership of President Lyndon B. Johnson.” 

I believe that resolution sums up the complete and utter support that 
the Governors have for the administration’s position in this conflict. 

I could go on and enumerate and take more time, but in essence, we 
are completely united behind the President, and we also feel that the vast 
majority of the American public subscribes wholeheartedly to our objec- 
tives, that the very small number who participate in demonstrations, 
draft card burnings, and so on, represent an infinitesimal, small portion 
of the people of these United States. 

We think it is very important whenever we speak to speak forth- 
rightly that this is the position of the United States. In our trip to Viet- 
Nam last fall, in which I was chairman of the 10-member Governors’ 
delegation going there, the first question we received from the foreign 
press was: How do the American people stand on Viet-Nam? Do these 
demonstrations represent a large portion of our population? 

We were able to state without reservation this was not so. The 
American people are wholeheartedly behind the President. I don’t be- 
lieve I could state it more emphatically than to say every Governor here 
is wholeheartedly behind our President. 


MeetTIncs WitH THE GOVERNORS 


THE Preswent. I would say that the Secretary of State reiterated 
an announcement he had made on another occasion when he met with 
the Governors. We have met with their Executive Committee at least 
a half dozen times in the 2 years I have been President. We have met 
with all the group at least three or four times, the Executive Committee 
at other times. 

We have invited the Democratic Governors and Republican Gov- 
ernors together. The Secretary told them today we would make available 
any diplomatic, political representative of the State Department and any 
military representative they desired to come to their legislature for any 
briefing. 

We also made it clear any Governor who could arrange to go first- 
hand to Viet-Nam, we would see that that is done. A dozen or so of 
them have already done that and have contributed valuable suggestions 
to us. 


NoMINATION OF GovERNOR Farris Bryant AS OEP Director 


I have asked Governor Farris Bryant, from the State of Florida, to 
come here and meet with us today. I haven’t even told all the Governors 
this yet, so I will just make this announcement now. 

I have asked Governor Bryant to join this administration. I will 
send his nomination to the Senate to succeed Governor Ellington to head 
the Office of Emergency Planning. He will sit on the National Security 
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Council. He will handle our stockpile matters. He will be the President’s | 
representative with all the Governors of all the States. He is, as you all wI 
know, a former Governor of Florida. at 

I had a biographical sketch here, but I have misplaced it. I will ask 

Bill Moyers to give it to you a little bit later. 

The Governor has served in public life for years with distinction in 
the State of Florida. He is a graduate of Harvard University. He served Pe 
in the legislative body of that State and served as Governor of that State yo 
and is now in private life. At great sacrifice, I have asked him to dispose : 
of his law practice, give up his various business connections, come here ge 
and take over this job. He will take the oath just as soon as his nomi- Sti 
nation is consented to by the Senate. ou 
I have talked to the chairman of the committee and he assured me ga 
they will act promptly on it. We look forward to having Governor Ol 
Bryant with us. Bill will give you the biographical statement. dic 

We will be glad to take any questions you have, or any Governor. 
Maybe a Governor has a question of you. This is an open society here. a 
If it is not, these reporters will make it open when they leave here. 
as] 

Questions: Viet-Nam Poticy Rhodes constructed the resolution, and I would say to my 

knowledge there is no particular concern about it. ch 

Q. Governor Reed, was any effort made to get other Q. Could we ask Governor Rhodes? en 
Governors to sign the declaration? The Governors who Governor ReEp. Governor Rhodes had to leave to pi 
are not here? I think there are 12. return to Ohio. I am afraid we would not be able to 

Governor Reep. That question hasn’t been brought —_ contact him. ar 
up, but I do intend to write each Governor, and the ones Re 
who were not present, to give them an opportunity to also THE NATIONAL GUARD AND THE RESERVES It 

scri - resolution. There is no question in my , ” 
sro <‘hea nee nial paso t ae Q. Sir, can anybody tell ae norsesnegateat sane 
; i here—why Mr. McNamara said he probably would not 

Q. Governor, when you say the conference whole- git) call the National Guard or Reserves? 
heartedly supports the President in his stand, do you mean Tas Passwenr. 1 do net thiak that that is 2 matter 
to include those Governors not present, among them Gov- —.. Would want to go into in detail. It is not necessary or 
ernor Hatfield of Oregon? at this time. He emphasized that it was not necessary at 

Governor Reep. It is impossible for me to commit the _ this time. When and if it is, we will call them. But I de 
Governors not present. I spoke for those here. I have have made that clear at various press conferences. ha 
every reason to believe the other Governors will subscribe The Reserves mean what they say: They stand in re- ot 
to it, but I cannot say without contacting the Governors. serve. When we need to call the Reserves, we will call 

Q. Governor Reed, last December the Republican co- them. 
ordinating committee, including some present at this meet- I will tell you a little story about a boy I asked one 
ing, called for a naval blockade of the port of Haiphong __ time to come stay all night with me. His mother said no, 
and the bombing of military targets in North Viet-Nam. he couldn’t go. He had a little brother about 12 years de 
Does that statement represent a change from last old that was overweight and we nicknamed him “Bones.” ar 
December? Cecil was the one I wanted to stay the weekend with me pc 

Governor ReEeEp. Not being a member of that com- and his mother wid, Bt, es Ae snd allt oe ti 
mittee, it would be impossible for me to comment. kind of whined a little bit and said, “Mama, I don t think ee 

EEL aS ye ae ae that’s fair. Bones done been two wheres and I ain’t been : 

Q. Was any que ra along : jin: eileen” 

Governor Rep. No, sir. The question was raised, There are some people who have already served. Some E 
<pasapmuaten se tah the Governors when it people haven't served at all. So we are not asking those ™ 
came to supporting this resolution. who have served before to come back and do duty again 

Q. Governor, is there any reason why the phrase “un- _ or those that were called up before to come back and be = 
der the circumstances” was used at the tail end of that called up again. We are asking some to give their serv- ar 
resolution? ice for the first time. But when and if it is necessary to Me 

Governor Reep. Not to my knowledge. Governor call the Reserves, we will do it. 
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The Secretary explained that he could not give any 
written guarantee that that would not be necessary, but 
at this time it isn’t. 


FURTHER QUESTION ON THE VIET-NAM POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can say about 
the unanimous support given you by the Governors on 
your Viet-Nam policy? 

Tue Preswent. I welcome any support that I can 
get from anyone. I am gratified that the leaders of the 
States represented here, and the Governors who visited 
our troops in Viet-Nam, would feel as they do. No one 
gave me any advance notice that Governor Rhodes from 
Ohio would make his speech and offer his resolution. I 
did not anticipate that he would. 

All we wanted to do was to do what we did 8 months 
ago—to bring them up to date on what we were doing, 
what our plans were, why we were doing certain things, 
and to permit them to ask any question they wanted to 
ask. They did that. 

At the conclusion, the Governor of Maine, who was 
chairman and who had asked for a meeting, was gracious 
enough to express his appreciation for at least our hos- 
pitality and our lunch and the meeting. 

Following the Governor’s statement, Governor Rhodes 
arose and presented the resolution and read it. Governor 
Reed heard a second and a vote was taken on it. I hope 
it is not too displeasing to anyone. It is very pleasing to 
me and most Americans welcome that. 


NATO DEVELOPMENTS 


Q. Mr. President, did any question come up on NATO 
or did you explain what is happening in NATO today? 

THe Presipent. Yes. Secretary Rusk pointed out the 
developments in the NATO countries, the action that 
had been taken in the last few days there, as he did in 
other parts of the world. 


DISCUSSION OF FOREIGN POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, although there was unanimous en- 
dorsement of this policy during the discussion, was there 
any criticism or questioning of certain aspects of the 
policy? 

THe Presment. Yes, there were a good many ques- 
tions of why we did that and why we didn’t do that, and 
what was the reason. This is not a regimented society. 
I can assure you that the man who becomes the Chief 
Executive of any State in this Union speaks his mind freely 
when he chooses to, and some of them chose to today. 

I would not say that there was any doubt or differences 
or any arguments that took place, or that there was even 
any serious objection presented to anything. General 
Wheeler gave them reasons for his observations. General 
Williamson gave them his. Secretary McNamara went 
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into considerable detail and answered I don’t know how 
many questions. Bill can go into the details on the num- 
ber. I would guess there were 50, 75, or maybe 100 
questions asked this afternoon. 

None showed any bitterness or any envy or any dis- 
pleasure. They were searching for information and asking 
for facts. I thought it was a very constructive meeting. 


TAX ACTIONS 


Q. What did you tell them, sir, about taxes? Any 
income tax raise? 

Tue Presiwent. We discussed in the meeting with 
the Executive Committee this morning what had hap- 
pened on the Hill. I believe that I observed that the 
President had asked for about $6 billion in additional 
revenue as a result of the acceleration of corporation taxes 
and personal income taxes. That was a one-time thing. 
We don’t think Viet-Nam will be a permanent thing. 
We felt this was what we should do now. 

The Chairman advised us, Mr. Mills, and the Finance 
Committee, that they thought this was the action to take. 
We asked for $6 billion, and the House acted on it and 
the Senate offered some amendments. I am told now 
the conferees think we will get $6 billion 10 million. I 
am hoping the conference report will be adopted. 

The chairmen of the House committees met with me 
the day before yesterday and the chairmen of the Senate 
met with me yesterday. They told me they believe the 
conference report will be adopted. If they do that, we 
will be very grateful for the extra $10 million, as well as 
the $6 billion we asked for. 

I know all of you will be pleased that the mutiny in 
the air may have been worked out and we may be getting 
along a little better. 


GOVERNORS’ VISITS TO VIET-NAM 


Q. Have any of the Governors taken you up on an 
offer to go to Viet-Nam? 

Tue Presment. Yes, I think probably 15 have been 
out there and there will be others from time to time. I 
told them we would be glad to hear from them to suit 
their convenience. Each Governor explained to me, who 
couldn’t be here today, that he was either sick or had a 
legislature in session, or some justifiable reason he couldn't 
come, and we will communicate with them also. 


DEFICIT ESTIMATES 


Q. Mr. President, can you clear up the matter of the 
deficit you were talking about to us this morning? You 
used the figure $5.3 billion. If you are referring to the 
current fiscal year, I was puzzled by the fact that the 
original estimate was $6.4 billion. 

Tue Preswent. I was under the impression that the 
original estimate was $5.3 and the present is $6.4. 
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Q. Is that what you are saying we will be within a 
billion dollars of? 

Tue Preswent. No. The $5.3 billion was within a 
billion of. It is $1.1 billion to be exact. $5.3 billion and 
$6.4 billion, there is $1.1 billion difference. We don’t 
expect the $6.4 billion—we don’t expect to reach that, 
although the estimate was made January Ist. 


As I said this morning, our military expenditures for 
the months of January and February amount to what we 
expected. The first 6 months of the year we ran in the 
neighborhood of $50 billion. We have projected the last 
6 months will go much faster, maybe $58. We are not 
up to that yet. Therefore, I would expect in that area, 
and some of the bigger areas, we will cut that $6.4 billion 
down to where it will be more nearly in line with the $5.3 
billion. 

I don’t want to be positive about that. It is not a 
McNamara promise to get out of Viet-Nam at a certain 
time. It does have a lot of “ifs” to it. If you are going 
to publish it, you are required to publish all the “ifs.” 

McNamara said, “if we have stable governments,” and 
“if they come in from the North,” and so on. If we go 
on according to our plan, we hope to be under a billion 
dollars of what I told Congress originally. The budget 
says $1 billion 400 million in 1965, and $1 billion 200 
million in 1964, so those will be the two best predictable 
years in the history of the Government. 


ECONOMY IN FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS 


Q. Mr. President, you said the Federal Government 
would try to economize every way possible, and you said 
you told the Governors the States would do likewise. Is 
there any particular area? 

Tue Preswent. I wouldn’t want anything I said to 
indicate that I was trying to direct or influence or even 
persuade any Governor to handle his business in any par- 
ticular way. I said what I have said to you several times, 
and what I frequently say to my own Cabinet: to please 
take a new look at everything you are doing to see if you 
can find anything obsolete or archaic or that can be 
postponed. 

I told the Governors that is what I was doing, and some 
of them indicated that they were trying to do the same 
thing. I think we are all called upon during this emer- 
gency to exercise the greatest frugality and prudence in 
order that we may have sufficient resources to complete 
our assignment in Viet-Nam. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s fifty-ninth news conference was held in 
the Blue Room at the White House at 4:45 p.m., on Saturday, 
March 12, 1966. 
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Office of Emergency Planning 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Cecil Farris Bryant as Director. March 12, 1966 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate the Honorable Cecil Farris Bryant, former 
Governor of the State of Florida, to be the Director of 
the Office of Emergency Planning within the Executive 
Office of the President. This position pays $28,500 per 
year. If confirmed, Governor Bryant would fill the 
vacancy created by the recent resignation of the Honorable 
Buford Ellington. 


Governor Bryant was born July 26, 1914, in Ocala, 
Fla. Hestudied at Emory University from 1931 to 1932. 
He received the B.S. degree from Harvard in 1938. In 
that same year he was admitted to the bar of the State 
of Florida. 


From 1940 until his inauguration as Governor in Jan- 
uary 1961, he was engaged in the private practice of law 
in Ocala, Fla., with the exception of the years from 1943 
to 1946 when he served with the United States Navy. 
He attained the rank of lieutenant during his active serv- 
ice. In 1942 he was elected to the Florida House of 
Representatives. He was elected again in 1946 and 
served in the House of Representatives until 1956. 
From 1953 until 1954, he was Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. He was elected Governor in 1960 and 
served in that office until January 1965 when he returned 
to the private practice of law in Ocala. 


Governor Bryant has been awarded honorary degrees 
from Florida Southern College and Rollins College. He 
has been very active in civic and charitable programs and 
has served as fund raising chairman for the March of 
Dimes, the American Cancer Society, and the Mental 
Health Association. 


In 1952 he served as a delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention and in 1960 as an alternate delegate. 


He is a member of the American Bar Association and 
the Florida Bar Association, a member of the American 
Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He also has 
been active with the Masons, the Elks, and the Rotary. 


On September 18, 1940, he married the former Julia 
Burnett. They have three children. 
side at 1818 Duval Road in Ocala, Fla. 


The Bryants re- 
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The Alliance for Progress 


Statement by the President on the Fifth Anniversary 
of the Alliance. March 14, 1966 


My fellow citizens of the hemisphere: 

Since becoming President, I have often restated my 
own, and our country’s, resolute commitment to the goal 
of a better life for all the people of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Many Presidents have worked to shape that goal. 


We are proud of the Good Neighbor Policy of Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


President Eisenhower broke new and fertile ground 
with the Act of Bogot4 in 1960—an act growing from 
the understanding compassion of one people for another. 

President Kennedy built on these efforts and gave them 
increased emphasis with the announcement of the Alliance 
for Progress on March 13, 1961, 5 years ago. 


Today, by word and deed, Americans are helping to 
fulfill the hopes of those who have little and pray that 
one day they can have more. 

The Johnson administration seeks history’s description 
as a time when, the dreaming and the planning having 
laid the foundations, the doing and building were under- 
way. 

The last 2 years of this vast cooperative effort between 
the United States and the nations of Latin America are 
solid evidence that deeds are matching our words. 


During these 2 years Latin America has achieved a 
per capita growth rate of 2.5 percent. The average rate 
for the preceding 3 years was less than 1 percent. This 
recent increase of 150 percent is a fact which friends of 
the hemisphere must note with pride—and new hope 
for the future. 


In fiscal years 1965 and 1966, those Latin American 
countries cooperating with U.S. programs of action are 
putting visible results before their people. 

Together we are: 


—improving 7,000 miles of road 
—building 130,000 dwelling units 
— irrigating 136,000 new acres of farmland 
—adding 530,000 kilowatts to power generating 
capacity 
—-providing classrooms for | million students 
—building 450 new health facilities 
—spending $200 million to provide financing for ex- 
pansion and construction of over 5,000 industrial 
firms 
—spending $250 million in providing agricultural 
credit to 450,000 farmers. 
Equally important, reforms are changing and modern- 
izing these institutions in Latin America essential to the 


growth of a sense of community that stretches throughout 
the hemisphere. 
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Governments, business concerns, labor unions, and co- 
operatives are working with the people of our hemisphere 
to attain economic and social progress under free 
institutions. 

—We are building the machinery of cooperation 
through the Inter-American Committee on the 
Alliance for Progress. 

—wWe are enlisting the support of private groups and 
voluntary agencies in ever-increasing measure. 
The Peace Corps, Partners for the Alliance, Coun- 
cil on Latin America, AFL-CIO, private founda- 
tions, and universities are making vital contribu- 
tions. 

—wWe are introducing the principle of mutual aid 
among the Latin American nations. We are 
giving new energy to economic integration within 
Latin America. The Economic and Social Act 
of Rio de Janeiro, approved last November, gives 
impetus to these concepts. 

—We recognize that fulfillment of all our goals will 
require continuation of our joint efforts beyond 
1971. I said last November that the United 
States is prepared to extend mutual commitments 
beyond the period originally foreseen in the Char- 
ter of Punta del Este. Self-help and mutual aid 
will be yardsticks in determining the scope of our 
contribution. 


In country after country, nations in the hemisphere are 
acting to mobilize resources for public and private in- 
vestment—to reform and modernize the institutions—to 
expand trade and market opportunities within and out- 
side the hemisphere—and to provide a solid base for the 
support and cooperation of imported capital and technical 
assistance. 

External support is also coming in increasing measure 
from the Inter-American Development Bank, the World 
Bank and its affiliates, and the United Nations. This 
support has increased by about $200 million in the last 
2 years. 

For its part, the United States has already committed 
nearly $5 billion to the nations of Latin America to assist 
them in their struggle to modernize and achieve a better 
life for their people. In recent months significant steps 
have been taken to give Latin America greater access to 
our markets: 

—This administration has insisted that our partici- 
pation in the International Coffee Agreement be 
more effective. 

—This administration recommended the Congress 
withdraw the special import fee on sugar. 

—This administration removed the quota restrictions 
on lead and zinc. 

After a temporary period of setback, there are now most 
hopeful signs of a renewal of large-scale private foreign 
investment in Latin American development, often in joint 
ventures with Latin American associates. Business 
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leaders interested in Latin American investment have been 
invited to the Cabinet Room frequently to discuss 
steps to help the people of the hemisphere. 

Three years ago the 19 Latin American countries were 
deeply concerned over their trade position in the world. 

During the past 2 years the trend has changed. 

Our experts now predict that export earnings for 1965 
will show an increase of $1 billion over the 1963 level, 
providing additional resources for investment in 
development. 

Yet we must do more than provide money and tech- 
nical assistance and improve trade. Investments must be 
made directly in human beings. In every forum, I have 
advocated and directed that American resources be 
invested in education, health, and improved living and 
working conditions. Such efforts are not easy to orga- 
nize. They require the mobilization of human resources 
in scarce supply. But they are among the most reward- 
ing of all investments. 

Today I want to issue a new call to our sister nations in 
the hemisphere to enlarge our truly revolutionary cause— 
the cause of enlarging the lives of all our people. 

I am determined to contribute America’s resources to 
this spirit of change—a spirit now slowly, surely, con- 
fidently growing in the Western Hemisphere. 

All of us in the Organization of American States have 
seen and understand the lessons of history. ‘Together 
wearestrong. Divided we are weak. ‘Together we must 
shape the future to our hopes. 

In every nation in the hemisphere the needs and the 
beliefs and the prayers are the same. We want peace 
and opportunity—the chance to live in dignity, to choose 
and plan and work and achieve the best for our families. 

I believe that the next 5 years we will see a continent 
constantly growing in prosperity and in unity—growing 
in its capacity to meet the desires and needs of its own 
people and in its contribution to peace and freedom in 
the world at large. 

That is what Bogota and Rio and Punta del Este were 
all about. 


For my own part, I want to help make all this a reality 
and “‘to create out of the human spirit, something that did 
not exist before.” 


This is fulfillment. 


And this is our commitment. 


The Peace Corps 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Fourth Annual Report. March 14, 1966 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I transmit herewith from the Secretary of State the 
Fourth Annual Report of the Peace Corps. 
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This is a report of service to our neighbors throughout 
the world. It is the story of new opportunities for growth 
and learning among our own people. 


The expansion of the Peace Corps has been as dramatic 
as its promise. 

Five years ago today the Peace Corps was eleven days 
old. By mid-summer, 1961, 120 Volunteers were serv- 
ing in 3 countries. At the close of fiscal year 1965 there 
were 8,624 Volunteers serving in 46 countries. Africa 
received 3,278 Volunteers—Latin America received 
3,214—the Near East and South Asia, 1,285, and the Far 
East, 847. 


There are many examples of Peace Corps impact. One 
is Afghanistan. Nine Volunteers went there in 1962 to 
begin the Peace Corps’ work. As of June 30, 1965, 
there were 136 Volunteers in Afghanistan, located in 19 
different towns and villages. Peace Corps teachers 
reach nearly 40 per cent of all Afghan students at the 
secondary and university levels. 


There are other measures of progress. Iam pleased to 
note that as the number of Volunteers has risen, the cost 
per Volunteer has declined. During fiscal year 1963, for 
example, the annual cost per Volunteer was $9,074. For 
1965 the cost was reduced to $8,028. The estimate for 
fiscal year 1966 is $7,832. 


The Peace Corps is the largest producer and consumer 
of language materials in the world. Since 1961, 20,000 
trainees have received instruction in one or more of about 
60 languages in the Peace Corps training curricula. 
Twenty additional languages are under consideration 
for inclusion in future training programs. 


Since its inception, 150,000 Americans have volun- 
teered for Peace Corps service. Some 15,000 have served 
abroad in 49 nations. 


As of June 30, 1965, 4,545 Volunteers had completed 
service and returned to the United States. Thirty-seven 
per cent of all returned Volunteers are continuing their 
education. Government service is attracting 17.8 per 
cent, while another 16.4 per cent are teaching. The re- 
maining 28.5 per cent are engaged in private business, 
non-profit organizations and miscellaneous activities. 


It is fair to say that the lives of virtually all Volunteers 
have been changed by their service in the Corps. They 
have become aware—in a unique and profound way—of 
the bond of suffering and hope that unites men and women 
on every continent. And they are returning home with a 
new understanding of their nation and the world. 

No more valuable experience can be gained by any 
man. 

Lynvon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

March 14, 1966 

NOTE: The 80-page report, entitled ‘Peace Corps, Fourth Annual 


Report” and dated June 30, 1965, was released with the President’s 
message. 
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Federal-State Vocational 
Rehabilitation Program 


The President’s Letter to the Secretary of the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 
March 14, 1966 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


I am very proud of the achievements of the Federal- 
State vocational rehabilitation program in rehabilitating 
disabled citizens. By teaching new skills to the handi- 
capped, this program has brought hope and independ- 
ence to thousands of disabled individuals and _ their 
families. 


My January budget forecasts that 215,000 handi- 
capped individuals will be rehabilitated during fiscal year 
1967, a 25% increase over the current fiscal year. 


As we plan for the larger program, I believe we should 
do better than we have in rehabilitating persons who are 
now on our public welfare rolls. In the last several years, 
although the absolute numbers have increased, the pro- 
portion of welfare recipients receiving training has de- 
clined from 15% to 13%. I think this trend should be 
reversed. While human values are always our prime con- 
sideration, we should not ignore the sound public invest- 
ment that would result by reducing our public welfare 
rolls through vocational rehabilitation. 


I would like you to review the possibilities in this area 
and report to me with recommendations for Federal and 
State action by June 1. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JOHNSON 


[Hon. John W. Gardner, Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare, Washington, D.C.] 


Disaster Relief Funds for Georgia 


Announcement of Eligibility of State for Assistance 
Following Flooding Caused by Torrential Rains. 
March 14, 1966 


The President today declared a major disaster for 
Georgia following flooding caused by torrential rains. 
This declaration makes Georgia eligible for Federal mon- 
eys to be used in restoring damaged public facilities. Gov- 
ernor Carl Sanders, in a message to President Johnson, 
requested help under the Federal Disaster Act, Public 
Law 81-875. 

The Federal moneys may be used to help Georgia and 
local governmental units in repair of essential public fa- 
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cilities—roads, streets, culverts, bridges, publicly owned 
utilities—destroyed by the flooding. 


The floods, precipitated by heavy rains, began on 
March 1. Counties affected were: Baker, Bleckley, 
Cobb, Crawford, Decatur, Dougherty, Hall, Houston, 
Laurens, Peach, Montgomery, Tattnall, Taylor, Tift, and 
Wheeler. 

The President’s Office of Emergency Planning, with 
Regional Office in Thomasville, Ga., is coordinating the 
efforts of Federal agencies concerned with restorative 
projects. 

Some of those agencies active in the flood zone are the 
Small Business Administration, Bureau of Public Roads, 
and the Corps of Engineers. The American Red Cross 
is providing mass care services for about 800 evacuees. 
The Red Cross is also distributing U.S. Department of 
Agriculture surplus commodities to the flood victims. 


Trade Agreement With Canada 


The President’s Message Transmitting the 
Agreement to the Congress. March 14, 1966 


To the Congress of the United States: 


The Government of the United States and the Gov- 
ernment of Canada have concluded a trade agreement 
resulting from the entry into force in 1963 of the revised 
Tariff Schedules of the United States (TSUS). The 
agreement reestablishes, in terms of the TSUS, the con- 
cessions in the U.S. schedule to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which were negotiated by 
the United States with Canada in earlier GATT negotia- 
tions. It also grants, under the authority of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962, new concessions to be included 
in such schedule to offset the impairment in concessions 
negotiated with Canada which was incidental to bringing 
the TSUS into force. The agreement was signed on De- 
cember 17, 1965, and the first reduction in tariffs took 
effect on January 1, 1966. 

In accordance with section 226 of the Trade Expan- 
sion Act of 1962, I herewith transmit a copy of the trade 


agreement, together with a statement of the reasons for 
entering into the agreement. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
March 14, 1966 
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Supplemental Military 
Authorization Bill 


The President’s Remarks at the Signing Ceremony 
in the East Room. March 15, 1966 


Members of the House and Senate, Secretaries of the 
Services, members of the Joint Chiefs, ladies and gentle- 
men: 


The bill that we have come here to approve this morn- 
ing authorizes appropriations of more than $4 billion 
800 million for the support of the defense establishment 
of the United States of America. Later today the Con- 
gress will act upon the appropriation of some $13 billion. 
This is authorization for only a part of that appropria- 
tion, but this bill will help to meet the military needs that 
we have in Viet-Nam. 

I also believe that it will do something else. By its 
overwhelming vote on this measure, I believe the Congress 
has repeated its declaration to the American people that 
they stand behind our fighting men in Viet-Nam. 

Let me remind you that it was just 25 years ago that 
the Congress extended the Selective Service Act by only 
one vote. That was in August, as I recall it, before Pearl 
Harbor in December. On the eve of Pearl Harbor the 
House of Representatives, of which I was then a member, 
by a vote of 203 to 202 turned this country from the brink 
of the cliff and saved the Army from being dismantled. 

We had refused to fortify Guam a short time before 
that. We had sent several false impressions throughout 
the world by our action. Now in contrast, this Supple- 
mental Military Authorization Bill passed the House of 
Representatives, under the bipartisan leadership of the 
Armed Services Committee and its members, by a vote 
of 392 to 4; it passed the Senate by a vote of 95 to 2. This 
overwhelming vote is visible confidence in our modern 
Defense Department and the civilians and the military 
who direct the destinies of that department. 


In all the history of military movement, there has never 
been the equal of the Defense Department’s accomplish- 
ment of moving more than 100,000 men 10,000 miles in 
150 days and moving them with equipment, doctors, hous- 
ing, ammunition, vehicles, planes, and support materiel. 
In speed, quantities, and efficiency, history recalls no sim- 
ilar achievement of that kind and it deserves the recogni- 
tion and the gratitude of every single American who lives 
securely in the United States today. 

The overwhelming vote on this measure also testifies 
that we may have learned something from recent history. 
It is a lesson which we should have learned long ago for 
it was really one of our Founding Fathers, John Jay, who 
warned us: “It is too true, however disgraceful it may be 
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to human nature, that nations in general will make war 
whenever they have a prospect of getting anything by it.” 

I believe that many of the world’s nations have since 
learned the final futility of war. Most of the world’s 
leaders today, I believe, genuinely desire peace, but there 
are still a few who do not. So to those who ask what our 
present struggle in Viet-Nam really means, let me say: 
Our purpose is to demonstrate to the remaining advocates 
of violence that there is more human profit to be had from 
peace than there is from war. 


That is the real purpose of the more than 200,000 
brave Americans who are at this moment risking their 
lives 10,000 miles from home. That is the real purpose 
of the Congress in registering such dramatic support for 
legislation of this kind, That is the only purpose of the 
President and this Administration in Viet-Nam. 


How sad it is that such great sums must be spent for 
the bombs and the planes and the gunpowders of war. 
How joyous it would be if these great resources could be 
put, instead, to the service of peace. We have said this 
and we have repeated it time and time again, and we will 
never tire of saying it, and I repeat it now: The people of 
Viet-Nam, North and South, have the same basic human 
needs. The people of Asia and the people of China have 
the same basic human needs. 


They need food, shelter, and education. They need 
an end to disease and to disaster. They need a future for 
their children. They need hope. They need peace. 
These are the very simple things, the basic things, the 
building blocks of life and of civilization. They are the 
vital and fundamental things that all men have in com- 
mon; that all men can together seek and together achieve. 


In my Baltimore declaration of April of last year, I said 
to the people of the world how much we would welcome 
taking some of the funds that we are now spending in 
bombs and bullets and putting in efforts to rid that area 
of disease and disaster and provide education and train- 
ing. At that time I recommended the study and the cre- 
ation of a Southeast Asia Development Bank, which will 
soon come into being as a result of the efficiency of this 
Congress. 


So, again, this morning I repeat that we look forward 
with hope and with prayer to the day when the leaders 
who provoked and the leaders who continue this aggres- 
sion in Viet-Nam will finally abandon their hopeless at- 
tempts at conquest. It is my greatest wish to some day 
stand here and sign another bill, one that is designed to 
bring progress and fulfillment to a Southeast Asia which 
is at peace with itself and also at peace with the rest of the 
world. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:05 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. As enacted, the Supplemental Military Authoriza- 
tion Bill is Public Law 89-367. 
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Assistant Secretary of State 
for African Affairs 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Joseph Palmer 2d. March 15, 1966 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph Palmer 2d, of Maryland, as Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs. He is currently 
the Director General of the Foreign Service. 

Mr. Palmer brings to the African Bureau more than 
20 years of experience in African affairs which he gained 
in the career Foreign Service. One of his earliest Foreign 
Service assignments was as Vice Consul to Nairobi in 1941 
where he served throughout World War II. Immediately 
following the war, he became Country Specialist and 
later Acting Chief of the Division of African Affairs 
(1945-49). He was Deputy Assistant Secretary for Afri- 
can Affairs (1956-58), Consul General at Salisbury 
(1958-60) and Ambassador to Nigeria (1960-64). In 
February of 1964 he was appointed Director General of 
the Foreign Service. 

In August 1964, at a time of crisis in the Congo, Secre- 
tary of State Dean Rusk chose Director General Palmer 
to head a working group which coordinated the work of 
all departments and agencies of the United States Govern- 
ment with respect to the Congo. 

Mr. Palmer was born in Detroit, Mich., on June 16, 
1914. He was educated at Harvard College, receiving 
the B.A. degree in 1937. Immediately following he did 
a year’s graduate work at Georgetown University School 
of Foreign Service. 

Mr. Palmer is married to the former Margaret Hones 
and they have three children—son, Joseph Woodbury, 
daughter, Heather Gordon, and son, Thomas Jones. 


Their local residence is 5414 Kirkwood Drive, Springfield, 
Md. 


Training in Program Analysis 


and Management 


Memorandum From the President to Heads of 


Departments and Agencies. March 15, 1966 

Managing the complex affairs of the Federal Govern- 
ment is an exacting task. The American people deserve, 
and demand, that the Government apply to its operations 
the most efficient management techniques available. Our 
programs must be both effective and economical. This 
requires intensive hard-headed analysis in every program 
of every agency, 
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The need for people in each department well trained 
in modern management methods is great. This need has 
been clear to me for some time and has been made even 
more evident with the introduction of the new Planning- 
Programing-Budgeting System. 

One way you can meet this need is to recruit as many of 
the best, analytically trained people as you can find. 

Another way is to train the most able and promising 
people now on your staff in modern techniques of program 
analysis and management. 

Therefore, I have asked the Chairman of the Civil 
Service Commission and the Director of the Bureau of the 
Budget to organize an education program in these tech- 
niques at several universities. I want you to nominate 
some of your most able people for this intensive training 
in modern, analytic methods. 

‘The Chairman and the Budget Director will be sending 
you details on this program. 


United States Participation in 
International Organizations 
and Programs 


Statement by the President. March 15, 1966 


I have just sent a memorandum to Secretary of State 
Rusk directing him to undertake certain measures to im- 
prove our participation in international organizations. 

No nation has been a greater supporter of the United 
Nations, its specialized agencies, and other international 
organizations than the United States. 

—Since the end of the Second World War, we have 
provided a total of $3.6 billion in direct con- 
tributions. 

—TIn the last 10 years our annual contributions have 
grown from $100 million to an estimated $237 
million—an increase of 137 percent. 

—We are today a member of some 65 international 
organizations. 

We shall continue to meet our fair share of the finan- 
cial requirements of these organizations. But we must 
apply to them the same rigorous standards of program 
performance and budget review that we do to our own 
Federal programs. 

To strengthen these organizations and at the same time 
to make sure that the American tax dollar is effectively 
spent, we have an obligation to review carefully their 
activities and our participation in them. In my memo- 
randum to the Secretary, I said that I would be looking 
to him to see that 

—future expansion of the activities of the interna- 
tional organizations is governed by the tests of 
need and reasonableness, 
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—the programs of these organizations are carefully 
reviewed so that funds are allocated to high- 
priority projects which are in the best interests 
of the international community, 

—each international agency operates with a maxi- 
mum of efficiency, and 

—we clarify the objectives of our membership in 
each organization and organize ourselves for more 
effective participation in international organiza- 
tion affairs. 

I have asked the Secretary to direct and coordinate 
the activities of the U.S. departments and agencies in- 
volved in these organizations. He will instruct our repre- 
sentatives along the lines I have indicated above. 

All departments and agencies will cooperate with him 
in carrying out this responsibility. 


United States Participation in 
International Organizations 
and Programs 


Memorandum From the President to Heads of 
Departments and Agencies. 
March 15, 1966 


I have today sent the attached memorandum directing 
the Secretary of State to take certain actions which I 
believe are essential to effective participation by the 
United States in international organizations. 


I expect the heads of all departments and agencies that 
contribute to the Government’s activities in this field to 
give their full cooperation to the Secretary of State in 
carrying out my instructions. 

This work must receive high priority and the personal 
attention of the responsible officials in all agencies con- 
cerned if this Nation’s interest in improving international 
organizations as instruments for peace and progress is to 


be fulfilled. 


MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE 


The Federal Budget for 1967 contains this statement: 


“. . « we intend to play an increasingly active role in 


reviewing the program and budgetary proposals of the 
various international organizations.” 

The purpose of this memorandum is to set forth what 
I believe that increasingly active role should be. 


No nation has been a greater supporter of the United 
Nations, its specialized agencies and other international 
organizations than the United States. We are today a 
member of some 65 such agencies. 
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Our continued 
desirable. 


strong support is necessary and 

—if the world community is to live in peace, 

—if we are to cooperate internationally in extending 
the benefits of modern agriculture, health, and 
education to the less fortunate, and 

—if international problems in such fields as mete- 
orology, telecommunications, and aviation are to 
be given the joint attention required for their 
resolution. 

The United States has by far been the largest financial 
contributor to the international organizations. 

—Since 1946, we have provided a total of $3.6 bil- 
lion in direct contributions. 

—Since 1956, our annual contributions have grown 
from $100 million to an estimated $237 million 
for the next fiscal year, an overall increase of 137 
percent. 

Moreover, we can expect the programs and budgets 
of these international agencies to expand further in future 
years to meet the growing needs of the world community. 
The United States shall continue to meet its fair share 
of the financial requirements of these organizations. 


If we are to be a constructive influence in helping to 
strengthen the international agencies so they can meet 
essential new needs, we must apply to them the same 
rigorous standards of program performance and budget 
review that we do to our own Federal programs. Our 
purpose in this undertaking must be to see that 


——future expansion of the activities of the interna- 
tional organizations is governed by the tests of 
feasibility and reasonableness. 

—the programs of the organizations are vigorously 
scrutinized so that funds are allocated only to 
high priority projects which we are convinced 
are in the interests of the international community 
and of our own country, and 

—each international agency operates with a maxi- 
mum of effectiveness and economy. 

To achieve this purpose, we must 

—decide what we can best accomplish through 
multilateral action, as compared to action through 
our own direct programs, 

—clarify the objectives of our membership in each 
international agency, 

—organize ourselves for more effective participation 
in each organization, and 

—-insist that the money we spend through interna- 
tional agencies is in our national interest and in 
the best interest of the world community. 


I expect you to continue to direct and coordinate the 
activities of the U.S. departments and agencies involved 
in international organization affairs and to instruct our 
representatives to those organizations. I shall look to 
you to direct this Government’s work in 
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—reviewing and establishing our long-term policy 
objectives in each major international organiza- 
tion, 

—analyzing and determining the U.S. position on 
programs and budgetary needs of each organiza- 
tion on a timely and continuing basis, and 

recommending steps to improve the effectiveness 
of each organization in contributing to the ob- 
jectives of the world community and the United 
States. 

Ambassador Goldberg has unique responsibilities in a 
wide range of matters relating to the United Nations sys- 
tem. I shall continue to rely heavily on his advice and 
counsel. 

The heads of other Federal departments and agencies 
have significant interest in activities of the various inter- 
national organizations. I expect them to provide you 
with expert assistance in their specialized fields. In this 
work, the close cooperation of all agencies is needed to 
provide the essential unity of our effort. 

I expect the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to 
work with you and other agency heads to help assure 
that the positions we take on the budgets of international 
organizations reflect a searching scrutiny of requirements 
and priorities for the expenditure of funds. 

I am sending copies of this memorandum to all depart- 
ment and agency heads. 


Budget Expenditures for 1966 


Memorandum From the President to Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies. March 15, 1966 


Last November, I wrote certain Departments and Agen- 
cies that it was imperative to hold 1966 expenditures to 
the absolute minimum required for carrying out essential 
responsibilities. 

Today, the need is doubly imperative. As the rising 
costs of Vietnam are added to the private demands gen- 
erated by a prosperous highly employed economy, the 
necessity to guard against inflation takes on added 
urgency. 

In this period, your careful control over every dollar 
of Government spending will not only avoid direct waste 
of our resources, but will also help prevent the indirect 
and inequitable waste that results from the deterioration 
of the dollar's value. 

Therefore, I am asking that you 

-Report to the Budget Director no later than April 
1 your best and most up-to-date estimate of Fiscal 
1966 expenditures for your agency—for the ad- 
ministrative budget and for the major trust funds 
(i.e., those shown separately in table B-4, page 
390, of the 1967 budget) as well. 
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—Identify the programs involved and explain the 
reasons for the differences if your latest estimate 
for 1966 differs from the amount shown for your 
agency for 1966 in the 1967 budget document. 


Tax Adjustment Act of 1966 


Statement by the President U pon Signing the Act. 
March 15, 1966 


I sign into law today the Tax Adjustment Act of 1966— 
a measure providing some $6 billion in additional revenue 
over the next 15 months. 

The new tax law has three objectives: 

-—It provides additional funds needed to support 
our troops in Viet-Nam. 

—It provides a careful measure of fiscal restraint to 
balance our economic expansion with reasonable 
price stability. 

It carries out desirable and timely improvements 
in tax collection procedures. 

The committees of Congress, headed by Representative 
Mills and Senator Long, assisted by Representative Byrnes 
and Senator John Williams, are to be complimented for 
their skill in framing and steering this vital measure 
through Congress in such a short period of time and 
delivering it on the day requested. By signing this bill 
tonight—rather than tomorrow—we are saving the Gov- 
ernment a million dollars in revenues. ‘That more than 
makes up for the lights we are using. 

By acting swiftly—and responsibly—the Congress has 
demonstrated once again that we have the determination 
to meet our commitments abroad—and the capacity to 
rise to changing economic circumstances at home. 

This act also provides for the payment of social security 
benefits to some 370,000 persons, age 72 and over, who 
are not now insured under the social security program. 

This amendment, and the 1965 amendments to the 
social security program are important steps toward bring- 
ing economic security to older citizens. But there is much 
yet to be done. 

I have already asked the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare to complete a study of ways and means 
of making social security benefits more adequate—while 
keeping the program financially sound. 

I want these proposals to be ready to present to the 
next Congress. 

You'll be hearing more from me on this subject in the 
months ahead. 

We are living in very hopeful—-and challenging times. 
Our economy—the real engine of our* Nation—is now 
operating very close to full capacity. We are in the 61st 
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month of the longest peacetime prosperity in the history 
of the Nation. Profits-—-wages—sales—incomes—are all 
at alltime highs. Unemployment last month reached a 
12-year low of 3.7 percent of the labor force. Not an- 
other nation on earth—regardless of its system of govern- 
ment—can match that total economic record. 


But we are not satisfied with this achievement. An 
unemployment rate of 3.7 percent does not sound good 
to the more than 3 million Americans who are still out of 
work. We must continue to grow, continue to train, 
continue to educate, until all Americans have job 
opportunities. 

We know we can achieve that goal. We know we 
have the will and the skill to make our economy an in- 
strument of happiness and progress for every American. 

But we must exert that will—and apply that skill. If, 
through carelessness, or selfishness, or shortsightedness, 
we allow our economy to run too far, too fast, we can 
expect demands for additional fiscal, price, wage, tax, and 
expenditure restraints. 


The choice is before us. We can be prudent and 
restrained and continue to enjoy this great era of pros- 
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perity. Or we can be foolish and flee to mischief we 
know not of. 

The tax bill which I will shortly sign is, I believe, a 
force for prudence and restraint. Based on the best think- 
ing available in the Government, and the best information 
available in the Nation, it is the right measure at the right 
moment. 


Every great nation must be disciplined so that its great- 
ness endures. ‘The Greeks admonished mankind with the 
simple rule: nothing in excess. This is good advice today. 

I can make no prediction here today on the need for 
additional taxes later this year. No one can make that 
prediction, because no one knows what the future holds. 
But you may be assured that this administration stands 
ready to act when action is needed—if it is needed. I 
am certain that the Congress stands ready to respond in 
the same manner. 

In the meantime, there is work and duty ahead for all 
of us—to discipline ourselves and our actions—to be pru- 
dent, to be as wise as we can—so that what we have 
worked so hard to build will last and prosper. 


note: As enacted, the Tax Adjustment Act of 1966 is Public Law 
89-368. 





ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK ACT OF 1966 


The President’s Remarks at the Signing Ceremony in the East Room. 


March 16, 1966 





Mr. Vice President, Secretary Rusk, Secretary Fowler, Mr. Black, distin- 
guished Ambassadors, Members of the Congress, my fellow Americans: 


This is a moment in which history and hope meet and move on from 
here as partners. Less than 1 year ago, on April 7, 1965, I asked for the 
creation of the Asian development plan to seck economic advance and 
social justice for all of Asia. I pledged the full support of the United 
States of America to that task. 

Today we have begun to redeem that pledge. ‘The act I sign this 
morning authorizes the United States of America to ratify the charter 
of the Asian Development Bank. Seldom have nations joined together 
in a collective venture that is so endowed with promise. For that reason 
this moment is a very special one for so many people. 

First, for the Asian leaders, who conceived and organized the bank 
and who are so ably represented here today by the Ambassadors from 
their countries. For the people of those non-Asian nations which have 
signed the charter, and whose Ambassadors have come this morning to 
bespeak again their vision and their generosity. Finally, for my great 
friend, a true American, Eugene Black, whose energy and tact have been 
as indispensable as his experience and wisdom. And to the Congress of 
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the United States and the Members of both parties who have acted to 
invest in this enterprise not only the resources but the faith of the 190 
million people whom they represent. 

This act is an economic Magna Carta for the diverse lands of Asia. 
Its charter links 31 countries in a union against the involuntary economic 
servitude imposed on the people of Asia by time and circumstance, and 
by neighbor and nature. There is also a deeper meaning. ‘This billion 
dollar bank is a symbol that the twain have met, not as Kipling predicted, 
“At God’s great Judgment Seat,” but at the place of man’s shared needs. 

It is no longer possible to be a mere observer at that place. It is 
not possible and it is not right to neglect a people’s hopes because the 
ocean is vast, or their culture is alien, or their language may be strange, 
or their race different, or their skin another color. Asia just must no 
longer sit at the second table of the 20th century’s concern. 

The economic network of this shrinking globe is too intertwined. 
The political order of continents is too involved with one another. The 
threat of common disaster is too real for all human beings to say of Asia, 
or any other continent, “Yours is another sphere.” 

I believe that those who makc that case are no less patriotic and no 
less sincere than those who believe that we cannot shorten the length of 
our reach into the world. 

But I believe equally as firmly that those people are wrong. And 
while I expect they will continue to make their argument of isolationism 
versus globalism—for we all are determined to preserve their right to 
speak up in this land—TI hope they, too, expect me to try to keep on 
making my case for realism. That, I think, is the right of the President 
of this ceuntry, and the President feels that is his duty. 

And what is that case? It is simply that there is no rest from the 
trials of freedom, there is no recalling what the pace of change has done 
to the map of this big world, there is no reducing our responsibilities 
while the challenges of progress will not permit us to name the site for 
our duel or the weapons that we use. 

It is that we cannot turn from the place of shared needs and expect 
either peace or progress to follow us. 

So today we have come here to the historic East Room of the White 
House and gathered at this place to start a journey together. ‘The Asian 
Development Bank is the first step of what I conceive to be a very long 
journey. 

We are taking another today by announcing that we have pledged 
a half of the $24 million that is needed to construct the large Mekong 
River project, the Nam Ngum tributary project in Laos. Seven other 
countries, Japan, the Netherlands, Canada, Thailand, Denmark, Aus- 
tralia, and New Zealand, are joining us in that effort. 

For the United States it is our first major commitment under our 
promise to expand economic and social development in southeast Asia. 
The Nam Ngum project is the Mekong Committee’s highest priority 
undertaking and, like the Asian Development Bank, it represents a major 
accomplishment in joint cooperation in the world. 

The first phase of the project will include a dam and power station 
with an installed capacity up to 30,000 kilowatts. Additional generators 
up to 120,000 kilowatts can be installed as they are needed. An inter- 
national transmission line, with a link across the Mekong River, will con- 
nect the power station with the capital of Laos and northeast Thailand. 
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This is just one example of how the fruits of technology and the in- 
genuity of cooperation can bring new life to whole new regions of the 


world. More, yes, much more, awaits our response. 


pitals can be built. 
of livestock can be developed. 
if there are no limits to our dreams. 


Schools and hos- 


Rivers can be tamed. New crops and new breeds 
There are no bounds to the possibilities, 


It has been said that no statue was ever erected to the memory of a 


man or woman who thought it was best to let well enough alone. 
is with the nations that we represent here today. 


our memory. 


So it 
We seek no statues to 


We seek only one real monument, a monument with peace 


and progress for its base and justice for its pinnacle. 
Together, your lands and mine, we will build it. 


Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
As enacted, the Asian Development Bank Act of 1966 is Public Law 89-369. 





Nam Ngum Tributary Project in Laos 


Announcement of Pledges by Eight Countries for the 
Mekong River Project. March 16, 1966 


The United States and seven other countries have 
pledged $24.1 million to construct the largest Mekong 
River project to date—the Nam Ngum tributary project 
in Laos. The United States pledge of half this amount 
is the first major commitment under President Johnson’s 
program to expand economic and social development in 
southeast Asia. 

The U.S. contribution will be provided by the Agency 
for International Development. 


The Nam Ngum project is the Mekong Committee's 
highest priority undertaking and represents a major ac- 
complishment in international cooperation in the Far 
East. ‘The United Nations took the lead in raising funds 
for the project, and the World Bank has agreed to ad- 
minister the project. Thailand and Laos have signed a 
convention providing for an exchange of electric power. 

The first phase of the Nam Ngum project will include 
a dam and power station with an installed capacity of 
up to 30,000 kilowatts. The dam is designed so that 
additional generators—up to 120,000 kilowatts—can be 
installed as needed. An international transmission line, 
with a link across the Mekong River, will connect the 
power station with Vientiane, Laos, and northeast Thai- 
land, where part of the power will be used. 


The following amounts have been pledged: 


Japan — $4, 000, 000 
Netherlands — _ 3,300, 000 
Canada — 2,000, 000 
Thailand — 1,000, 000 
Denmark —~ 600, 000 
Australia ~- 500, 000 
New Zealand - 350, 000 


The United States matched the total of these contribu- 
tions, as well as an additional $315,000 pledged by Japan 
on a bilateral basis to Laos, in accordance with an earlier 
offer made to the Mekong Committee. 

The total pledged for the project is $24,130,000. 

The contributions from all the developed countries were 
made ona grant basis. ‘The Thai contribution is in kind: 
cement—to be repaid by electrical power after completion 
of the project. 


‘he Robert H. Goddard ‘Trophy 


The President’s Remarks Upon Accepting the Award 
From the National Space Club. March 16, 1966 


Mrs. Goddard, Dr. Pickering, Mr. Webb, Mr. Vice 
President, Congressman Miller, distinguished guests: 

I have been visiting with our Ambassador from France, 
who has just returned. We were just watching the space 
shot and wondering how Jim Webb was making out. 
We didn’t realize that we were going to detain you. 

Mrs. Goddard, we know this is a very happy occasion 
for you. Back in 1926 your husband, with you at his 
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side, launched the world’s first liquid-fueled rocket on his 
Aunt Effie’s farm in Auburn, Massachusetts. 

I have always felt that we have some things in common. 
My wife has always been at my side in every endeavor of 
any moment that I have ever undertaken. We had our 
Aunt Effie and she just came back from her farm in 
Alabama last week, 

Today, exactly 40 years later, you and the billions of 
people of the world could sce this morning, just a few 
moments ago, another vindication of the great hopes and 
creat dreams of that great man to whom you were 
married. 

I sat there with the Secretary of State, and the former 
Secretary of State, Mr. Acheson, and others, as we saw 
this rocket, based upon the principles that he discovered, 
launch men into a new space adventure. 

I never see one of these shots without crossing my 
fingers and saying a prayer for Jim Webb and the men in 
his organization, because we never know what the out- 
come will be. 

I think if I were writing my own epitaph this morning 
I perhaps would prefer to be remembered, for the period 
I was Vice President, more by this one thing than any 
other. President Kennedy asked me to attempt to or- 
ganize and give direction to the Space Agency. I inter- 
viewed about 19 men throughout the United States and 
finally selected Jim Webb. I prevailed upon him to 
come and begin this undertaking. 

I remember calling President Kennedy from my office 
in the Capitol and I said, “I think we have the man. 
His name is Jim Webb.” He said, “Bring him on in and 
we will announce it in a few minutes.” 

Within 15 minutes from the time I called the President 
originally, Jim Webb was out here being announced as 
the new Space Administrator. I have been very proud 
of that announcement every moment since. 

Your modesty, humbleness, your great executive ability, 
your great courage, your Marine spirit and determination 
have made us the envy of all the world, Mr. Webb, and 
we salute you publicly. 

Dr. Goddard was a great prophet, a true prophet. To 
some it seems almost incredible that a year before Lind- 
bergh had ever flown the Atlantic he was dreaming and 
working to take us up into the stars. Like so many 
prophets, he was long without honor in his own country, 
but he never lost faith because his faith was founded on 
fact. He could turn aside the rebuffs of the shortsighted ; 
he could laugh at the jokes of his detractors. 

I just wish today that he could be here with us to ob- 
serve what we have just scen. I don’t think he would 
be the least surprised by the progress we have made. I 
think that he would be very proud. 

This is a very proud moment for me, too, Mrs. God- 
dard, and you have helped make it so. I never had the 
scientific vision that your great husband had. I did not 
foresee the space age nearly as early as he did. I am 
rather glad I didn’t, because I was the subject of enough 
rebuffs and talks about basketballs and things like that 
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that I did many years later. But when it did become 
apparent that the space age was upon us, I did, with the 
help of Congressman Miller and the Vice President and 
others, try to do something about getting this Nation 
interested. 

I was looking at some of the columns the other day 
written by our leaders in Government commenting upon 
our meeting of the Democratic caucus where we devoted 
our entire caucus to the subject of space and its future. 
I remember how complimentary they were about that 
particular meeting. They still are being published, too. 
‘They appear in the papers every now and then, these same 
people. 

We said to our Senators, then, that we had to make 
up for a lot of lost time, time that was lost in part, because 
this Nation wouldn’t listen to your husband. We haven't 
wiped out all the deficiencies in our program yet, but we 
have caught up and we are pulling ahead. 

In accepting this award this morning, I want to declare 
once again that so long as I am in public office, I am 
going to do everything within my power and my capa- 
bility to prevent us from falling behind. We intend to 
land the first man on the surface of the moon and we 
intend to do this in the decade of the sixties. 

The whole Nation now understands the true signifi- 
cance of America’s space efforts. The story of man’s 
advancement down through the ages is, of course, the 
story of his victories over the forces of nature. The 
health and comfort he enjoys, the leisure he possesses, 
the abundance of food he eats, all of these are the result 
of his unending determination to probe the secrets of the 
world around him. 

In 1958 when we introduced the legislation to create 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, I 
said in the Senate at that time, “I believe that the devel- 
opment of the space age will bring the beginning of the 
longest and greatest boom of abundance and prosperity 
in the history of man.” 

Time is bringing out that belief. The future belongs 
to those of faith, daring, and vision. I am proud, today, 
to be in the presence of the men who represent that future 
and who have come here to be with us on this occasion: 
Vice President Humphrey, who has given great serious- 
ness and vital leadership to our space program in the 
Nation; Congressman George Miller, who from the very 
beginning has been in on the first launch; Senator 
Anderson, who is not with us; Congressman Albert 
Thomas, who left us just a few days ago. 

All of these men had the faith, daring, vision, and the 
spirit of adventure that has brought us where we are. 

Dr. Pickering, I believe this is the real meaning of the 
space age which we are in. I thank you and Mrs. 
Goddard for making this event possible. 

Now as we return to our schedule for the rest of the 
weck, I know that each of us is saying a silent prayer for 
Scott and Armstrong. May God be with them and you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the Fish Room at the 
White House. Mrs. Esther Goddard, widow of Dr. Goddard, was 
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present at the ceremony. In presenting the trophy, Dr. William H. 
Pickering, Director of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, read the 
following citation: 
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They—and those who are joining in their recovery— 
have shown remarkable courage and poise under stress, 


MO 


“To the Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, who as a United States 
Senator shaped the nation’s space program from its infancy; helped 
to assure its adequate organization, funding and execution; and 
who as Vice President and Chairman of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Council, and later as President, provided the leadership 
for United States pre-eminence in space.” 


They are disappointed that their mission could not con- 
tinue, but Gemini 8 accomplished the first docking in 
space—a major step on the course we have set. The in- 
formation they have acquired will help us to perfect the 
spacecrafts that will carry us even further. 

From their skill and strength we all take heart, knowing 
that the personal qualities of the astronauts and their col- 
leagues will ultimately prevail in the conquest of space. 
We are very proud of them. 


Gemini 8 

Statement by the President on the Safe Return of the 
Astronauts. March 16, 1966 NOTE: The statement was read to the press by Bill Moyers, Press 
Secretary, at approximately 11:40 p.m., after Gemini 8 had splashed 
down safely following difficulties encountered in flight. The state- 


ment was not made public in the form of a White House press 
release. 


The Administrator of NASA, Mr. James Webb, has 
informed me that Neil Armstrong and David Scott report 
they are “A—Okay.” All of us are greatly relieved. 





EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY IN 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


The President’s Remarks at a Program in the Civil Service Commission 


Auditorium. March 17, 1966 


Mr. Vice President, members of the Cabinet, Chairman Macy and 
members of the Commission, ladies and gentlemen: 


I asked you to come here today for a very special purpose. I want 
to talk to you about a goal of this Government that is very close to my 
heart. I did not invent this goal. It was established by President 
Eisenhower by executive order, first in the Federal Government. But 
I want to see, and I intend to do everything I can to see, that the goal is 
finally reached. 

With your help, I want this administration to be recognized as one 
in which we finally achieve full and equal opportunity for persons of 
every race, color, creed, and nationality in every part of the United States 
Government. 

As long as any American is denied the chance to fully develop and 
use his talents, to become all that he can, then every American is less 
than he should be. If race, skin color, religious beliefs, sex, or national 
origin prevent anyone from reaching the heights, then we have all wasted 
a human being. We have failed that person and, finally, we have failed 
our country. 

Too many of our fellow citizens are still restrained by a straitjacket 
that was strapped upon them by the mere accident of their birth. 

Too many of our fellow citizens do not get the education or the 
training that they need to become productive members of our socicty. 


Too many of our fellow citizens are prevented from fully using the 
education they do get. 
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“an Yet we expect, and get, full participation from Americans of all 

Tess. races, creeds, colors, and nationalities in Viet-Nam. More than 200,000 

_— Americans of every description are fighting there now, some are dying, 

cm to protect our own freedom and to preserve the freedom of others. 

oe If our magnificent young men can die for freedom in a foreign land, 

: the how can we refuse any of them a full measure of freedom and oppor- 
tunity here at home? 

wing Our Government has long been one avenue by which members of 

‘Col. minorities have entered into full participation of our national life. 

yace, As of June 1965, the Government had about 375,000 members of 
minority groups on its rolls, of which 308,657 were Negroes. Negroes 

—_ accounted for 13.5 percent of the Federal work force, while they actually 

shed made up approximately 10 percent of our overall population. Negro 


State- 


employment has increased during the 3 years ending June 1965 by 5.3 
percent, while total Federal employment increased by only 1.6 percent 
during the same period. 

During the same time frame, the number of Negroes in high paying 
jobs has increased significantly. But we must not rest on our laurels. 
We still have a long way to go before we can claim full and equal oppor- 
tunity as a fact in our Government life. 

The Civil Service Commission, acting under the authority of Execu- 
tive Order 11246, has issued new regulations which will become effective 
on and after April 3d. These new regulations call upon you to under- 
take action programs. Let me underline that word “action’”—action to 
achieve the great objective of equal employment opportunity. Chair- 
man Macy of the Civil Service Commission will be my eyes and ears to 
see that we get action. 

These plans must tax the limits of our imagination and our 
creativity. ‘They must go beyond the limited objective of eliminating 
discrimination. If we are going to have equal employment opportunity 
in the Federal Government, we must attack the problem on many fronts. 

If members of minority groups can’t be employed because they can’t 
find housing, then we must find housing. 

If they can’t be employed because school systems do not give them 
the necessary education, then we must work with the school systems to 
see to it that the right kind of training is provided. 

If they can’t be employed because there is no vocational training 
available in the community, then we must see to it that we have programs 
that provide specialized training to help them meet their needs. 

These and a host of other actions are open to us. We must take 
them. Almost a year ago I spoke to the graduating class at Howard 
University. Last June, I said, “It is not enough just to open the gates 
of opportunity. All of our citizens must have the ability to walk through 
those gates.” 

When the historians catalog these times in which we now live, if 
it is written that we were fair men who tried to bring decency and 
equality into American life, then, I believe our great-grandchildren will 
be proud. 

It is more than doing what is needed. It is doing what is right. 

If there lives somewhere in this great Nation one man or one woman 
whose talents could advance the cause of our country, and those skills 
are buried because of discrimination, the tragedy is vast and the Nation 
is the loser. 


press 
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In the last year, we have tried to do some things to break, for the 


first time, these barriers in leadership. 


A Negro scholar and exceptional administrator for the first time 


sits in the President’s Cabinet. 


The brilliant Solicitor General of the United States is a Negro, the 


first to hold this high office. 


An exceptional Negro is now the first of his 
race to sit on the Federal Reserve Board of this Nation. 


A most charm- 


ing and intelligent lady is our first woman to be both an Ambassador 


and a Negro. 
Federal judge. 


For the first time, an able Negro lady is a United States 


These are a few of the breakthroughs in which reason and sanity 


triumphed. 


So I challenge each of you here today, and each of you within the 
sound of my voice, to try to accept this as your own creed. 

With your leadership and with your personal commitment to this 
objective, I have high confidence and great hope that we can build a 
government where talent and energy and integrity will prevail and where 


discrimination will not. 
Thank you, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the Civil Service Commission auditorium. 





Asian Development Bank 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 

Bernard Zagorin as U.S. Director, Henry H. Fowler as 
U.S. Governor, and William S. Gaud as Alternate 
U.S. Governor. March 17, 1966 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Bernard Zagorin to be the first United States 
Director of the Asian Development Bank. 

Mr. Zagorin, who is 45 and a native of Chicago, is 
presently Alternate United States Executive Director of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (World Bank), and Special Assistant to the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury for International Affairs. 
Until recently, he was Director of the Treasury’s Office 
of Developing Nations. Mr. Zagorin has been with the 
Treasury since 1951. He lives in Falls Church, Va. 

Mr. Zagorin has been closely associated with the orga- 
nization of the new regional development bank during 
the past year. He has been an adviser to Mr. Eugene 
Black, former President of the World Bank, who is pres- 
ently Presidential Adviser on Economic and Social Devel- 
opment in Asia. He was alternate chief of the U.S. dele- 
gation to the conference at Bangkok last fall at which the 
Bank’s Articles of Agreement were negotiated. Mr. 
Zagorin was chairman of the staff committee serving the 
Interagency Task Force, headed by Under Secretary of 


the Treasury Joseph W. Barr, which was responsible for 
developing the United States role in the Bank. 

The Bank has authorized capital of $1 billion, of which 
the United States pledged $200 million subject to Con- 
gressional approval. 

The Asian Development Bank will make development 
loans to less developed member countries in Asia. The 
Bank has 19 regional members and 12 nonregional mem- 
bers. Asian members have pledged $650 million of the 
Bank’s capital. The Bank is to come into being when 
15 signatories of the Bank’s charter, 10 of them Asian, 
representing 65 percent of the subscribed capital, have 
ratified the Bank’s charter. The Bank’s charter was 
approved last December at Manila, which is to be the 
Bank’s site. 

The size of the United States pledge to the Bank’s capi- 
tal gives the United States the right to elect one of the 
three non-Asian seats in the 10-man Board of Directors. 
The Directors will exercise day-to-day policy supervision 
of the Bank. Ultimate responsibility for the Bank’s poli- 
cies lies with the Board of Governors, each member having 
one Governor. In these, as in most other respects, the 
Bank’s organization, lending policy, and administrative 
structure closely follow those of the World Bank. 

The President also announced his intention to nominate 
Henry H. Fowler, Secretary of the Treasury, to be the 
United States Governor of the Bank and William S. 
Gaud, Deputy Administrator of AID, to be the Alternate 
United States Governor. 
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National Citizens Advisory Committee 
on Vocational Rehabilitation 


Announcement of Appointment of Chairman and 
Members of the Committee. March 17, 1966 


President Johnson today announced the appointment 
of a National Citizens Advisory Committee on Vocational 
Rehabilitation. The new Committee will make a com- 
prehensive study of current vocational rehabilitation pro- 
orams and of the Nation’s vocational rehabilitation needs, 
and submit proposals for comprehensive goals for the 
future. 


Appointments to the Committee have been made by 
the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, John W. 
Gardner. 


The Committee will consult with and make its recom- 
mendations to the Commissioner of Vocational Rehabili- 
tation, Miss Mary E. Switzer. 


The Vocational Rehabilitation Administration admin- 
isters Federal grants to States in support of rehabilitation 
services for physically and mentally handicapped people, 
and for research and demonstration projects to secure new 
knowledge and find better ways of rehabilitating such 
individuals. It also administers grants for training pro- 
grams to produce more professional rehabilitation work- 
ers, for the construction of rehabilitation centers and 
workshops, for an international rehabilitation research 
program, and several related activities. 

Chairman of the National Citizens Advisory Commit- 
tee will be Dr. Howard A. Rusk, professor and chairman, 
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
New York University Medical Center. 


The members of the Committee are: 


W. Scotr ALLAN, Boston, Mass., Assistant Vice President, Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Co., and President, National Rehabilitation 
Association. 

Mrs. Joun A. Burns, Honolulu, Hawaii, wife of the Governor of 
Hawaii and Cochairman, Retarded Children’s Fund. 

Epcar J. Forro, Atlanta, Ga., Senior Vice President, Coca-Cola 
Co.; Chairman, Fulton County-DeKalb Hospital Authority, 
and Past President of the Georgia Society for Crippled Chil- 
dren and Adults. 


Lronarp H. Go.tpenson, New York, N.Y., President, American 
Broadcasting Co., and Director, Research and Educational 
Foundation of the United Cerebral Palsy Association. 

BenicNo C. HerNnanpez, Albuquerque, N. Mex., attorney at law 
and former Vice President of the Council of Social Agencies. 


Witt1am P. Hossy, Jr., Houston, Tex., publisher, The Houston 
Post. 


Brotuer Bonirace Josepn, F.S.C., Brooklyn, N.Y., Dean, Bishop 
Loughlin High School. 


Joun E. Kino, Emporia, Kans., President, Kansas State Teachers 
College. 


Wittiam O. Kunt, Kansas City, Kans., Director, Research and 
Education Program, International Brotherhood of Boiler 
Makers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers. 


Burt L, Ristey, Austin, Tex., Executive Director, Texas State 
Commission for the Blind. 
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Mrs. James H. Semans, Durham, N.C., former member of the 
National Advisory Council on Vocational Rehabilitation. 


Atrrep Suicer, Springfield, Ill., Director, Illinois Division of Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation. 


Mrs. JacQuetine Smiru, San Francisco, Calif., former member of 
the San Francisco Welfare Commission. 


Dr. Hester Turner, Portland, Oreg., Dean of Students, Lewis and 
Clark College. 


ArtTHurR M. Wermer, Bloomington, Ind., Vice Chairman, Aerospace 
Research Application Center, University of Indiana. 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert LaFollette Bennett of Alaska. 
March 18, 1966 


President Johnson announced today that he will nom- 
inate Robert LaFollette Bennett of Alaska to be 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Subject to Senate 
confirmation, Bennett’s appointment is a notable first on 
two counts: He will become the first Indian to be named 
Indian Commissioner in 97 years, and the first career- 
service Commissioner in several decades. 

Bennett, an Oneida Indian from Wisconsin, is a career 
employee of the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of 
Indian Affairs with 29 years of bureau service. He has 
been Deputy Commissioner since October 1965. He suc- 
ceeds Phileo Nash, Commissioner since 1961, who re- 
signed effective March 15. 

Bennett is 53 years of age. Prior to his appointment 
as Deputy Commissioner, he had served nearly 4 years as 
the Bureau’s area director in Juneau, Alaska. Secretary 
of the Interior Stewart L. Udall characterized Bennett 
as “‘a dynamic leader who will quicken the pace of Indian 
advancement.” 

A 1931 graduate of Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kans., 
Bennett holds a law degree from Southeastern University, 
Washington, D.C. He first joined the Indian Bureau in 
1933 as a junior clerk in Utah and has remained with it 
except for World War II service with the Marine Corps 
and 2 years as a Veterans Administration training spe- 
cialist in Phoenix, Ariz. He has served the Indian Bureau 
in the Uintah and Ouray, Navajo, and Consolidated Ute 
Agencies; in the Bureau’s area office at Aberdeen, 
S. Dak.; and in Chicago and Washington, D.C. He has 
been cited several times for outstanding performance on 
the job, and was the winner of the 1962 Indian Achieve- 
ment Award of the Indian Council Fire, a national organ- 
ization based in Chicago. 

The only other Indian appointed Commissioner was 
Eli Samuel Parker, a Seneca of the Wolf Clan from New 
York State, who served in the Union Army during the 
Civil War, as “military secretary” to General Grant. He 
was a Grant intimate, and became one of the first ap- 
pointees to civil office in April 1869. He resigned in 
July 1871, after a stormy tenure as Commissioner. 
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Alleviation of Jet Aircraft Noise 


Memorandum to the President From the Special 
Assistant for Science and Technology. 
March 18, 1966 


March 17, 1966 
Memorandum for the President 

Your recent Transportation Message highlighted the 
problem of jet aircraft noise in these words: 

“Aircraft noise is a growing source of annoyance and 
concern to the thousands of citizens who live near many 
of our large airports. As more of our airports begin to 
accommodate jets and as the volume of air travel expands, 
the problem will take on added dimension. 

“There are no simple or swift solutions. But it is clear 
that we must embark now on a concerted effort to allevi- 
ate the problems of aircraft noise. To this end, I am 
today directing the President’s Science Advisor to work 
with the Administrators of the Federal Aviation Agency 
and National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
the Secretaries of Commerce, and of Housing and Urban 
Development, to frame an action program to attack this 
problem.” 

In October 1965 I convened an ad hoc Jet Aircraft 
Noise Panel to examine the relevant technical aspects of 
this subject and its many associated economic, sociologi- 
cal, governmental and legal issues. The members of this 
Panel were drawn from the airframe and aircraft engine 
industry, the airlines, the field of land use planning and 
federal and local government agencies. 

I am pleased to be able to present to you the report of 
this Panel entitled “Alleviation of Jet Aircraft Noise Near 
Airports.” This report outlines the Panel’s unanimous 
views concerning the reduction of engine noise, the meas- 
urement of noise levels, noise standards, patterns of air- 
craft operation near airports, and compatible land utiliza- 
tion. It provides a set of recommendations in each of 
these areas with suggestions for their future implementa- 
tion. The principal recommendations are: 


—TInitiation of Federally supported studies of the ex- 
pected scope of the noise problem through 1975 
and of the public and private programs which will 
be needed to combat the problem. 

—Creation of a high level Federal Task Force to 
undertake, on an urgent basis, a “systems” type 
analysis of the problem in the vicinity of the Ken- 
nedy, O’Hare and Los Angeles airports, the analy- 
sis to be extended to other affected areas as soon as 
practicable. 


—Development of valid, broadly applicable stand- 
ards of noise measurement. 

—Pursuit of a definitive technical study pointed to- 
ward a reduction in noise levels produced by jet 
engines and by aircraft, together with a determina- 
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tion of the costs associated with the various levels 
of improvement which may be technologically 
possible. 

—Establishment of a Task Force to investigate meth- 
ods for Federal participation in a coordinated 
program for compatible land utilization in the 
vicinity of airports. 

—Starting an effort to identify and place into effect 
any modifications to operating procedures and 
take-off or landing techniques that would reduce 
noise without compromising safety. 


I believe that these recommendations provide a useful 
basis for my work with the Administrators of the Federal 
Aviation Agency and National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, and the Secretaries of Commerce, and of 
Housing and Urban Development, in responding to your 
direction in your Transportation Message to frame an 
action program for the alleviation of jet aircraft noise near 
airports. 

Dona p F. Hornic 
Special Assistant for 
Science and Technology 


NOTE: The report, entitled “Alleviation of Jet Aircraft Noise Near 
Airports, A Report of the Jet Aircraft Noise Panel (Without Appen- 
dix), March 1966” (9 pp., Government Printing Office, 1966) was 
made available with the release. 


United States Savings Bond Program 


Remarks of the President, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the Postmaster General on the 
Appointment of a New Chairman, Interdepartmental 
Savings Bond Committee. March 18, 1966 


We have come here this morning to welcome Post- 
master General Larry O’Brien into still another very im- 
portant job. Larry is going to assume the chairmanship 
of the Interdepartmental Committee for Savings Bonds. 
There is no task being performed by any officer of this 
Government that is more important at the present time. 

Every savings bond is a contribution to our national 
security. Not all of us can help directly to win the fight 
for freedom in Viet-Nam, but every one of us can do his 
share to support our men who are out there in Viet-Nam 
fighting for us. 

Every one of us, by participating in the Savings Bond 
Program, can help to bear the cost of conflict. 

Every one of us can contribute to conserving the buy- 
ing power of our American dollar. 

During the 314 years that John Macy has served as 
Chairman of this Committee, there has been a substan- 
tial growth in the rate of savings bond sales throughout 
the United States Government. 
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The President, the Vice President, all the members of 
the Cabinet have already enrolled in the Savings Bond 
Program and buy their bonds regularly. I want to see 
every single employee of the Federal Government helping 
to set an example for the rest of the Nation to follow. 
With the higher interest rate that I recently announced, 
the bonds that we buy now will earn more money. Sav- 
ings bonds are today competitive with most other forms 
of saving and there is no form of saving which does more 
direct good for this country of ours that we all love. 

I would like us to eventually double the holdings of 
these bonds among Federal employees. I realize that all 
of us have many personal needs, obligations, responsibili- 
ties. Some will not be able to participate as fully in the 
Payroll Savings Program as they would like to or as their 
neighbors may be able to. But I do believe that every 
Government employee can and should participate to some 
degree. 

I do not hesitate to ask all of you to do that. For the 
program is not only patriotic, it is also prudent. Each 
bond that we set aside strengthens the financial security 
of our own families as well as the economy of our own 
country. So I again urge every Federal department and 
agency head to devote his very best efforts to expanding 
this vital program under the leadership of its new, popu- 
lar, dynamic Chairman, the Postmaster General, Larry 
O’Brien. 

I am grateful to all those Government employees who 
are already buying bonds through the Payroll Savings 
Plan. And I urge them now to increase their purchases 
if that is at all possible. And I urge those who have not 
yet entered the program to enter it—enter it at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 

There just is no better investment than the United 


States savings bond—for it is a direct stake in the future 
of your country. 


Tue PostTMASTER GENERAL. Thank 
President. 


you, Mr. 


I am pleased that you have assigned me to continue 
the activity which my colleague, John Macy, has car- 
ried out so impressively for 31 years. The strength with 
which we defend the cause of freedom throughout the 
world depends on the strength we have at home. 
Through the Savings Bond Program and particularly 
through the Payroll Savings Plan, we all have the oppor- 
tunity to help build a strong, stable economy while build- 
ing personal security for ourselves. 

Savings bonds are an essential part of the measures we 
are taking to insure against the threat of inflation as we 
defend freedom abroad. The job of our Interdepart- 
mental Savings Bond Committee is clear and it is chal- 
lenging. We will strive to accomplish a substantial 
increase in the ranks of savings bond purchasers and pay- 
roll savers. 

Mr. President, with the personal inspiration that you 
have given our committee, with the new incentive of the 
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higher savings bond interest rate, with the cooperation 
of every department and agency of this Government, we 
will make savings bond participation an inspiration to 
all our fellow Americans. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for this opportunity and for 
this challenge. 


THe SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
and Postmaster General O’Brien: 


We in Treasury are enthused about this appointment. 
The loss of Chairman Macy is a blow to the Interdepart- 
mental Committee for Savings Bonds, but your appoint- 
ment as Chairman will renew the strength and stature of 
our program among Federal agencies and employees. 

During 1966, which is the 25th or silver anniversary 
year, our campaign theme is “A Star Spangled Savings 
Plan for All Americans.” But this year there is a very 
special reason compared to other years past why the Sav- 
ings Bond Program must get a very high priority with 
every citizen, and that is because of the operations of our 
men in southeast Asia, and the consequences thereof. 

Mr. President, I can assure you that Mr. O’Brien will 
receive unlimited support from our savings bond staffs. 
Already in the field there is operating an industrial pay- 
roll savings bond committee headed by Mr. Lynn Town- 
send, the president of the Chrysler Corporation, and a 
group of business leaders throughout the country. Many 
banks and private organizations of all sorts, the labor 
unions, the AFL-CIO, all the sectors of our private 
society are now engaged in this effort. 

Together with the private sector, Mr. O’Brien, mem- 
bers of the Cabinet, and the heads of the departments and 
agencies, we are determined to reward your personal con- 
viction on savings bonds with new records of accom- 
plishment this year throughout the Nation. 

Mr. O’Brien, I want to congratulate you, although it 
is we who should be congratulated on. your acceptance. 


We salute your appointment. We welcome your 
leadership. 


Mr. President 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the Theater at the 
White House. 


North Atlantic ‘Treaty Organization 


Announcement of Joint Declaration Agreed Upon by 
14 Member Nations. March 18, 1966 


The following declaration has been agreed between the 
heads of governments of Belgium, Canada, Denmark, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Iceland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Tur- 
key, the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

“The North Atlantic Treaty and the organization es- 


tablished under it are both alike essential to the security 
of our countries. 
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“The Atlantic Alliance has ensured its efficacy as an 
instrument of defense and deterrence by the maintenance 
in peacetime of an integrated and interdependent mili- 
tary organization in which, as in no previous alliance in 
history, the efforts and resources of each are combined 
for the common security of all. We are convinced that 
this organization is essential and will continue. No sys- 
tem of bilateral arrangements can be a substitute. 

“The North Atlantic Treaty and the organization are 
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not merely instruments of the common defense. They 
meet a common political need and reflect the readiness 
and determination of the member countries of the North 
Atlantic community to consult and act together wherever 
possible in the safeguard of their freedom and security 
and in the furtherance of international peace, progress 
and prosperity.” 


NOTE: The declaration was made public simultaneously in each of 
the capitals. 








NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted March 14, 1966 


Frep B. SmitH, of Maryland, to be General 
“ounsel for the Department of the 
Treasury. 

Ceci, Farris Bryant, of Florida, to be 


Director of the Office of Emergency 
Planning. 


Submitted March 15, 1966 


JOSEPH PALMER 2d, of Maryland, a Foreign 
Service Officer of the Class of Career Min- 
ister, to be an Assistant Secretary of State. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service officers. 
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An Act for the relief of Mrs. Loneta 
Hackney. 


ee ee Private Law 89-221 
An Act for the relief of Chizuyo Hoshizaki. 
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Tax Adjustment Act of 1966. 
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the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 
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Asian Development Bank Act. 
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to misinterpretation of certain personnel 
instructions. 


FE Bi risscntnccccueces Private Law 89-223 


An Act for the relief of the estate of Bart 
B. Edgar, deceased. 
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An Act for the relief of Louis Shchuchinski. 
TERE OA cstccwtmndime Private Law 89-225 
An Act for the relief of Muhammad Sarwar. 
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An Act for the relief of Jack Ralph Walker. 
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An Act for the relief of Edwin F. Hower. 
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Approved March 17, 1966—Con. 


PR WOT oils iccintees mecca Private Law 89-228 
An Act for the relief of Donald F. Farrell. 
pS oa Private Law 89-229 


An Act for the relief of Joseph B. Stevens. 
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